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Command History
.USS John Hancock (DD-981)
Chronology of Events, 1983

Moored at Naval Station, Charleston, SC, CDR James M. Arrison III
Commanding Offlcer.

Underway for transit to Pascagoula, MS, for scheduled nine month overhaul
period at Ingalls Shipyard. Includes change of homeport.

Moored, East Bank, Ingalls Shipyard, Pascagoula, MS.
Moved by tugs to West Bank Floating Drydock, Ingalls Shipyard.
Moved by tugs to East Bank, Ingalls Shipyard.

CDR James M. Arrison III relieved by CDR John P. Collins Jr., as Commanding
- Officer of USS John Hancock (DD-981).

CDR Larry W. Darling relieved by LCDR Robert J. Agnor as Executive Officer.
Underway for post overhaul sea trials, Gulf of Mexico.
Moored, East Bank, Ingalls Shipyard.

Underwaﬁ.y for transit to Port Everglades, FL. Overhaul complete. Change of
Homeport to Charleston, SC. :

Moored, Port Everglades, FL, for port visit.
Underwa;y for transit to Charleston, SC.
Moored,éNaval Station, Charleston, SC.
Underwéy to Naval Weapons Station, Charleston, SC.
Moored,;Naval Weapons Station, Charleston, SC.
Underway to Naval Station, Charleston, SC.
Moored, Naval Station, Charleston, SC.
Underwéy for sea trials, Charleston OPAREA.
Moored,lNaval Station, Charleston, SC.
Underwa?ty for transit to Nassau, Bahamas.
Moored,é Nassau, Bahamas, for port visit.

Underweizy for transit to Charleston, SC.
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28 OCT. 'Moored,,Naval Station, Charleston, SC.

28 NOV Underway for transit to VACAPES OPEREA for Hehcopter Detachment Deck-
: Landmg Quahﬁcauons.

- 02 DEC Moored Naval Station, Charleston, SC

09 DEC Underway for transit to VACAPES OPAREA for tests of E.xpenmental NATO
i , SEA GNAT Chatf/Inirared Device.

19 DEC Moqred_,;Naval Statl_on,rCharleS'ton, SC

31 DEC Mboréd,éNavai Station, Charlestor;, __S-C -
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COMMAND NARRATIVE, 1983

The major e;vent involving USS John Hancock (DD-981) in 1983 was a regularly
scheduled overhaul period of nine months, completed at Ingalls Shipbuilders, Pascagoula,
Mississippi. The overhaul required a change of homeport, and necessitated, as well, that

those personnel living onboard be moved to berthing accomodations located at the
shipyard. '

Due in l‘_argei measure to excellent pre-overhaul preparations, all overhaul work was
completed, and sea trials successfully carried out over one month ahead of schedule.

Several significant changes in the command structure took place during this period:
Commander, John P. Collins, Jr., assumed duties as Commanding Officer, and Lieutenant
Commander, Robert J. Agnor, assumed duties as Executive Officer. Department head
changes during the overhaul period included the Combat Systems Officer, Supply Officer,
and Engineering Qfficer.

Equipment and systems capabilities which were added or underwent considerable
change during the overhaul period are as follows: communications division received the
Automated Single Audio System (ASAS). which permits rapid, electronic patching of

communications equipment to user positions; engineering received the Halon 1301
- firefighting system as a permanently installed part of the damage control suite,
permitting the rapid extinguishment of uncontrollable fires; sonar division received the
Passive Equipment Cabinet (PEC), which permits the passive localization of selected
narrowband noise; and combat systems defensive posturé was greatly enhanced by the
addjtion of the MK 23 Target Acquisition System (TAS), which permits long range search
capability for defensive anti-air systems. Of great importance is the addition of the
Vulcan-Phalanx Close In" Weapons System (CIWS), a high cyclic rate automated machine
gun designed primarily for defense against low flying missiles. :

The focus of the post-overhaul period was preparation for refresher training,
scheduled to begin in March, 1984, at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as well as preparations
which would lead to all necessary certifications in major mission areas. Tralning also
received due attention, in response to the great changes in personnel, equipment' and
capabilities during the extensive overhaul.

John Hancock was. selected as the test platform for an experimental combination
chaff and infrared round, designated NATO SEA GNAT, and was utilized during a ten day
period in December for these tests, carried out in conjunction with other sea and air
assets. This was John Hancock's last underway period during 1983, remaining in homeport

through the remainder of the year with Commander, John P. Collins, Jr., as Commanding
Officer. : .
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